Application No. 10/813,490 

Reply to Office Action of February 13, 2006 


REMARKS 


Claims 1-6 are presently pending in the application. 

Claim 1 has been amended to recite that the total amount of cerium oxide or rare earth 
element and one ore more elements is from 15% to 20% by mass, which is supported in the 
specification at least in Table 1. No new matter has been added by this amendment. Applicants 
appreciate the Examiner's indication in a voice mail message to the undersigned's representative 
Sandra Katz on May 8, 2006 that such an amendment, if clearly supported in the specification, 
would be accepted after final. Accordingly, entry after final is deemed appropriate and respectfully 
requested. 

The Examiner has rejected claims 1-6 under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, first paragraph, as lacking 
support in the written description. The Examiner argues that there is no support for the total amount 
of cerium oxide or rare earth element oxide and one or more elements being 15 to 35% by mass. 
While not necessarily agreeing with the Examiner's arguments, claim 1 has been amended to recite 
that the total amount is 15 to 20% by mass, which is clearly supported in Table 1 . Accordingly, 
reconsideration and withdrawal of the § 112 rejection are respectfully requested. 

In a second voice mail message to Sandra Katz on May 5, 2006, the Examiner indicated that 
the previous prior art rejection had been withdrawn. Accordingly, in view of the preceding 
Amendments and Remarks, Applicants respectfully submit that the pending claims are in full 
compliance with § 1 12 and thus in condition for allowance. A Notice of Allowance is respectfully 
requested. 


Respectfully submitted, 


IWAO ANZAI et al. 
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Registration No. 51,864 

AKIN GUMP STRAUSS HAUER & FELD LLP 

One Commerce Square 
2005 Market Street, Suite 2200 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-7013 
Telephone: 215-965-1200 
Direct Dial: 215-965-1344 
Facsimile: 215-965-1210 


SMK:smk 



3 


